
Global pandemic and its impact on international students: 
a literature study

• The pandemic has changed the teaching
and learning experiences where the
online classes have replaced in-person
classes.

• The shifting of educational delivery
methodology to an online platform has
raised the challenges of the infrastructure,
technology competency, and
pedagogical requirements (Marinoni,
Land, & Jensen, 2020).

• International students have been
determined as a vulnerable group during
the pandemic due to the language
barrier, cultural different, and lack of
accessible information (Firang, 2020).

• Research questions:
• What are the academic difficulties

and opportunities that international
students experience during the Covid-
19?

• What are the support factors that help
international students cope with the
challenges?

Introduction and Research Questions

• The study is done through qualitative access to
the existing literature on the International
Student Journal and various online academic
journals related to graduate international
student academic experiences during the
covid-19 era.

Research Methodology

Results

• The educational measurement to cope
with covid-19 such as limit gathering,
closure of campus has been reported
to affect the social, emotional, as well
as learning competencies of the
international students (Misirlis et al.,
2020). Moreover, literature illustrated
that the language barrier, isolation, lack
of motivation.

• There is a significant higher level of
mental health requirement for female
university students due to the limit of
physical activities because of the
pandemic curbing measurement (Kim
et al., 2021) (Miskry et al., 2021) (Hwang,
2021)

• However, the distance learning also
poses a new opportunity due to its
flexibility nature that provide learners
chances in adapting their study paces
by utilizing the technology.

• Making the academic and social
information accessible for the
international students and support
policy has been stated to help
alleviating fear and distress,

Discussions

• This is a literature review study that contributes
to the understanding of the overall pictures of
the various topics related to situations face by
international students during the distance
learning. Therefore, more empirical research
should be done to investigate detail aspects
such as emotional, mental adjustment, and
academic coping factors regarding the
welfare of the international students.

Limitation

The impacts of the measurement in curbing the
virus has drastically affected social, physical and
academic welfare of international students. The
study of the challenges faced by international
students contribute to the development of
educational support policy for international
students. Moreover, establishing the direct means
in communicating would ensure information
accessibility for the international students.

Conclusion
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Themes Contents

Distance 
learning 
Challenges 

Language proficiency, isolation, lack 
of motivation (Esperat, 2018), 
(Pinto,2021); effects on students’ 
mental health (Kim, et al., 2021); 
behavioral health changes, and 
health-related problems (Miskry et al., 
2021)

Online 
Classes 
Favorable 
Factors

allow flexibility and convenience 
(Esperat, 2018) and explore new 
learning opportunities utilizing the 
technology (Marinoni, Land, & 
Jensen, 2020)

Supporting 
Factors

updated information alleviating the 
fear and distress (Miskry et al., 2021), 
university administration support 
(Ministry of Education, 2020)
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